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To:

Council

From:
Date:
Subject:

Joan Corneil
January 17, 2020
Styles lease

Options:

1.

Receive and file

2.

That the Administrator is authorized to enter into a lease renewal with Styles
Home and Garden with the same terms as the previous lease at the current rate
of One thousand and forty dollars ($1040.00) per month.

3.

That the Administrator is authorized to enter into a lease renewal with Styles
Home and Garden with the same terms as the previous lease the current rate of
One thousand and forty dollars ($1040.00) to One thousand and forty dollars
($1040.00) per month, rent to be reviewed annually.

4.

That the Administrator is authorized to enter into a lease renewal with Styles
Home and Garden with the same terms as the previous lease with an amendment
to increase the rate from One thousand and forty dollars ($1040.00) to a rate of
One thousand and seventy dollars ($1070.00) per month with rate adjustments of
an additional thirty dollars ($30.00) per month annually for the years 2021 and
2022.

5.

Other

Background: In 2010, The Town of Gravelbourg signed a lease agreement with Styles Home and
Garden (attached). In 2018, an amendment was made to the agreement for a one -year period.
The lease was renewed until December 2019. The square footage is approximately 4000.
Discussion: Assuming that the tenant still wishes to remain in the premises, it would be
prudent to enter into a renewal or new agreement Styles has been in a long-term tenant of the
Town of Gravelbourg. Its presence has attracted consumers from all areas. Current revenue for
2020 will be $12,480. The Town pays the utilities as the museum is located above the leased
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premises. The cost for utilities is approximately $8000.00 annually. This includes all utilities as
listed on the water bill.
Financial Implications:
Option 1 Status quo if lease continued without agreement.
Option 2 Revenue of $12,480 per annum
Option 3 Revenue of $12,480 per annum with annual review
Option 4 Revenue of $12,840, $13,560, $14,040 in 2020, 2021 and 2022 respectively
Option 5 TBD
Attachments: Lease agreement
Conclusion: The Town is advised to have a renewal or new lease.

Respectfully submitted,

Joan Corneil
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July 11, 2019
FIG-2019-02 – Modernize the Official Languages Act
WHEREAS the Government of Canada is committed to supporting and promoting both official
languages and the vitality of our official-language minority communities.
WHEREAS the Government of Canada is committed to undertaking a review to modernize
the Official Languages Act and ensure its relevance for Canadian society.
WHEREAS in 1967, the Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism stated the critical role
of Canadian municipalities with regard to official languages.
WHEREAS in 1988, the Official Languages Act made Canadian municipalities full partners in the
promotion of bilingualism and the development of official-language minority communities.
WHEREAS at its 1984 annual conference, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) formally
expressed its commitment to protect and promote the linguistic rights of English and French speakers
by implementing a task force on official languages to determine the measures that are required to
achieve this goal. In 1987, this task force submitted ten recommendations, which included the
recommendation that FCM carry out high-priority research on successful municipal programs dealing
with official languages to help interested municipalities to set up similar programs.5
WHEREAS in 1990, FCM wrote “At Your Service… in Both Official languages: A Guide to the
Delivery of Municipal Services in English and French” to provide hands-on information to
municipalities that are interested in finding out about what they can do to deliver their services in
English and French.6
WHEREAS in 2018, as part of consultations conducted by the Standing Senate Committee on
Official Languages, the Association of Manitoba Bilingual Municipalities (AMBM) recommended
that the Official Languages Act give more consideration to the role of municipalities for the vitality
of official-language minority communities, and requested the implementation of a joint governmentcommunity committee to oversee the implementation of Part VII and ensure the engagement of
municipalities in this process.
RESOLVED that the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) urge the Government of Canada
to thoroughly modernize the Official Languages Act in order to reaffirm and strengthen a direct federalmunicipal partnership in the area of official languages.
RESOLVED that the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) urge the Government of Canada
to explore the implementation of an official languages funding, resource and training program for
interested municipalities in order to support and promote the vitality of official-language minority
communities.
Association of Manitoba Bilingual Municipalities (AMBM)
Background Research and Assessment:
Issue
This resolution calls on FCM to urge the federal government to: a) modernize the Official Languages
Act in order to affirm a direct federal-municipal partnership in the area of official languages, and b)
explore implementation of an official languages funding, resource and training program for interested
municipalities to increase their capacity to provide municipal services in both official languages.
September 2019 Meeting of the Board of Directors
RESOLUTIONS
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Background
The Official Languages Act – Municipal Services
Canada’s Official Languages Act came into force on September 9, 1969. The purpose of the Act is to
ensure respect for English and French and ensure equality of status and equal rights and privileges as
to their use in federal institutions, support the development of English and French linguistic minority
communities, and advance the equal status and use of English and French. A new Act was passed
19 years later, in July 1988, and came into effect on September 15 of that year. Aside from an
amendment to Part VII in 2005, which specified that federal institutions must take positive measures to
implement the Government of Canada's commitment to official language minority communities, the Act
has not been reviewed in depth since 1988.
In Canada’s Official Languages Act, municipalities are mentioned in just two instances. The first mention
is in the context of negotiating agreements between the federal and provincial governments to ensure
coordination in the provision of federal, provincial, municipal and education services in both official
languages (§45). The other is in the context of the federal Minister of Heritage’s mandate to advance
the equality of status and use of English and French in Canadian society, which includes a range of
goals that involve civil society organizations, institutions and provincial governments (§43).
In particular, the Minister of Heritage is mandated to encourage and assist provincial governments in
the development of official language minority communities, which may include offering municipal
services in both English and French. Below is the relevant passage of the Act:
§43 (1) The Minister of Canadian Heritage shall take such measures as that Minister considers
appropriate to advance the equality of status and use of English and French in Canadian society and,
without restricting the generality of the foregoing, may take measures to:
…
(d) encourage and assist provincial governments to support the development of English and
French linguistic minority communities generally and, in particular, to offer provincial and
municipal services in both English and French and to provide opportunities for members
of English or French linguistic minority communities to be educated in their own language;

While provincial governments are encouraged to do so, Canada’s Official Languages Act does not
presently require them to support development of delivery of municipal services in both official
languages. As reported by Heritage Canada in the federal government’s Action Plan for Official
Languages – 2018-2023, nine out of ten provinces currently have laws, regulations or policies in place
regarding the provision of government services in a minority language.
Many municipalities across Canada offer municipal services in both official languages. Depending on
the jurisdiction, this requirement may be enshrined in a local bylaw or the municipality may elect to
provide bilingual services on a voluntary basis.

Commented [JF1]: FR:
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/pch/documents/services/officiallanguages-bilingualism/official-languages-action-plan/plandaction.pdf

Existing Federal Support Programs for Official Languages
The Department of Canadian Heritage currently supports two official languages funding programs from
which several initiatives are derived: the Enhancement of Official Languages Program and the
Development of Official Languages Communities Program. The collective goal of these programs is to
enhance the vitality of English- and French-speaking minority communities and promote the English and
French languages in Canadian society. However, none of these programs target municipal governments
and program eligibility is limited to not-for-profit organizations, associations and professional institutions,
and provincial-territorial governments.

Commented [JF2]: FR: https://www.canada.ca/en/canadianheritage/services/funding/official-languages.html

As a sub-component of the Heritage Canada’s Development of Official Languages Communities
Program, the federal government operates an initiative on Intergovernmental Cooperation on Minority
September 2019 Meeting of the Board of Directors
RESOLUTIONS
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Language Services, which aims to help provincial and territorial governments offer provincial, territorial
and municipal services in the language of the official-language minority community, as well as the
necessary infrastructure to provide these services.

Commented [JF3]: FR: https://www.canada.ca/fr/patrimoinecanadien/services/financement/languesofficielles/developpement/intergouvernementale.html

Standing Senate Committee on Official Languages – Report
In June 2019, the Standing Senate Committee on Official Languages concluded a two-year study on
Modernizing the Official Languages Act. The report contained a list of 20 recommendations for the
federal government to modernize the Act, but none specifically addressed the important role that local
governments play in supporting the vitality of official-language minority communities or the need to
enhance supports for municipal service delivery in both official languages.

Commented [JF4]: FR:
https://sencanada.ca/content/sen/committee/421/OLLO/reports/Mod
ernOLAFedInst_2019-06-13_f_Final.pdf

Analysis
Modernization of the Official Languages Act to affirm a direct federal-municipal relationship in the area
of official languages and implementation of federal official languages funding for local governments
are not issues that FCM has been actively lobbying on.
An initial assessment by staff has concluded that this resolution has merit and may be a reasonable
new direction to take FCM policy since interested Canadian municipalities would stand to benefit from
additional federal support for the development, implementation, and provision of municipal services in
both official languages. However, given the scope and implications of the requested call to action –
and considering that this resolution was only received by FCM on July 11, 2019 – staff is requesting
additional time to undertake a thorough analysis of the issue, including assessment of the potential
implications of the proposal.
To support this analysis, staff proposes to consult with sections of FCM’s membership, including
minority languages communities and the Réseau Francophone, to gather additional information about
the current status, level of need and support for new federal measures in the area of official languages
support for municipalities. Accordingly, staff will report back and provide a complete analysis and
recommendation at the March 2020 board meeting.
Recommendation(s)
Staff recommends: Refer back to staff for further analysis
The Standing Committee on Municipal Finance and Intergovernmental Arrangements
2019 SEPTEMBER BOARD DECISION:
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